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twenty li, descending the hills and crossing a river into
the Na-Tta-lQ-lio country.

This country, ^rhich we may suppose to have been called
by a name like Nagar, is one of considerable interest; and
as the account given of it in the Records and the Life
is peculiar, and rather puzzling, it may be useful to exa-
mine the account at some length.

In the Records Yuan-chuang describes Xagar as being above
600 H (about 120 miles) from east to west and 250 or 260 U
(about 50 miles) from north to south. The country was sur-
rounded on all sides by high mountains steep and difficult of
passage. Its capital was above 20 U in circuit, but there was
no king and the State was a province of Elapis. Grain and
fruits were produced in abundance, the climate was mild, the
people were of good character, courageous, slighting wealth
and esteeming learning, reverencing Buddha and having little
faith in other religious systems. But although there were
many Buddhist establishments the Brethren were very few.
There were five Deva-Temples and above 100 professed non-
Buddhists.

About two U to the east (in the Life, south-east) of the capital
stood a great stone tope above 300 feet high which had mar-
vellous sculptures. Close to this tope on the west side was a
vihara and adjoining the vihara on the south was a small tope.
The former of these two topes was said to have been built by
king Asoka at the place where Sakya P'usa, having spread in
the mud his deer-skin mantle and his hair for Dipankara Buddha,
received from the latter the prediction of Buddhahood. At the
periodic annihilations and restorations of the world the traces
of this incident are not effaced, and on fast days showers of
flowers descend on the spot, which is regarded with great reverence.
The small tope was at the spot where the mantle and hair were
spread on the mud, [the other tope] having been erected by
king Asoka in a retired place off the highway.

Yuan-chuang next takes us into "the city" and tells us of the
foundations which still remained of the grand tope which, he
was informed, had once contained a tooth-relic of the Buddha.
Close to these was a remarkable small tope of unknown origin,
and popularly supposed to have come down out of space. The
narrative in our text next takes us to a tope above ten li
south-west of "the city". This tope marked the spot at which
the Buddha alighted from his aerial voyage from Mid-India to
this country. Near the tope of the Descent on the east side
was another tope to commemorate the spot at which, on the